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IMPORTANT EGYPTIAN SCULPTURE ON LOAN TO ART MUSEUM 

A rare life-size wood sculpture from Egypt of the Middle Kingdom (about 1900 
BC) has been lent to The Cleveland Museum of Art for two years and will go on 
exhibition in Gallery 103 in mid-January. The strong, graceful male figure, with his staff 
and scepter, strides proudly and confidently toward his God— a masterpiece of serenity 
and confidence. 

The figure represents Nakht, which means "The One Honored with Osiris." It 
was created to house the spirit of Nakht in his tomb. It is not a portrait but rather an 
evocation of him at his prime and therefore a suitable repository for his spirit for all 
eternity. Wood is rare in Egypt, and so large a piece (over 5 feet tall) in such fine 
condition is remarkable. It is one of only three comparable pieces existing and is the 
finest of them. 

Carved from the trunk of a single acacia tree, the torso has attached elements 
that come from the same tree: the arms, back right heel, the front of each foot, and the 
flap of the kilt were separately fashioned and skillfully attached by pegs and dowels. 
Nakht’s expression of serenity is intensified by an inlaid stone eye inserted into a copper- 
outlined lid. (Only his left eye is original.) One inlaid nipple is still intact in the well- 
modeled chest. Red paint is exceptionally well preserved on his body, the thick eyebrow 
and short blunt wig are painted black, and the stucco over linen of his close-fitting kilt is 
painted white. 

The Shumei Culture Foundation, a religious group in Osaka, Japan, is the lender. 
Lawrence Berman, assistant curator of ancient art, will speak on the sculpture and 
Middle Kingdom art in April, 1994. 
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